
Ending a newspaper report 
Newspaper reports are written in the past tense but the last paragraph changes to the present tense 

and tells the reader what is happening now. 

 

Look at the two examples below. 

 

 

It is important that we know how to change verbs from the past tense to the present tense and from the 

present tense to the past tense when we write in a newspaper style. 

Task 1 - Have a go at the quiz below to change verbs in the present tense to the past. Your teacher will 

be able to see your answers. Remember that irregular verbs don't just add 'ed' onto the end. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ShareFormPage.aspx?id=aRs4QpiL1Eaq12cIbvmll7DLKsortsVMtlBy4ga9

UcBUQ1I1UkJTQ1dLRExTQzBMS0ZLU0dUQUI5My4u&sharetoken=e9m0woZorpUj5BoW9LIy 

If I was writing a newspaper report about 'Jack and the Beanstalk' I might explain at the end that; 

• No one needs to be scared of the giant anymore 

• Jack and his Mum now live in luxury 

• His mum is thrilled with him 

• He is a hero 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ShareFormPage.aspx?id=aRs4QpiL1Eaq12cIbvmll7DLKsortsVMtlBy4ga9UcBUQ1I1UkJTQ1dLRExTQzBMS0ZLU0dUQUI5My4u&sharetoken=e9m0woZorpUj5BoW9LIy
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ShareFormPage.aspx?id=aRs4QpiL1Eaq12cIbvmll7DLKsortsVMtlBy4ga9UcBUQ1I1UkJTQ1dLRExTQzBMS0ZLU0dUQUI5My4u&sharetoken=e9m0woZorpUj5BoW9LIy


Task 2 - Can you read the last paragraph of my newspaper report below and re-write it so that it is 

written in the present tense? The words in bold are the ones you will need to change. 

Now, the villagers lived happily and were not afraid of the giant coming down from his castle in the sky. 

Everyone thought Jack was a hero and they all wanted to listened to his tales of what happened. His 

mum was thrilled with the golden egg and told everyone about her son's adventures. They planned to 

buy a brand new house and enjoyed living in luxury. 

Task 3 - Now, it is your turn to write the last paragraph of a newspaper report. You are going to write 

one for Cinderella. Remember it needs to be written in the present tense. The focus of the newspaper 

report is the glass slipper being left behind at the ball. The end of the report will need to include; 

• No one knowing who the mystery girl is 

• The Prince looking everywhere for her 

• All the local girls trying it on 

Start your paragraph with; 

Local guards say the identity of the girl is still........... 

 

The sentence starters below might also be useful; 

• The Prince is.... 

• Every girl in the kingdom wants... 

• All of the guards are..... 

• His Royal Highness, the Prince says... 

 


